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and two six-pounders. I took my route by the left of our present encampment
to avoid their out-posts, which I was so fortunate to pass unobserved, and expected
to have arrived by the first appearance of day-light; but was retarded in my march
by the badness of the gun-bullocks and drivers* The enemy were first alarmed
by some firing on the west-side of Chunar, nearly at the same time they must
have received information of my march and intentions; for I found them regu-
larly drawn up on an extensive plain, more than a mile to the eastward of their
former station, and in numbers about 4000, including 400 cavalry tolerably
well mounted, and six pieces of ordnance. They commenced the cannonade about
5 o'clock in the morning, distant about three quarters of a mile. I contin-
ued to advance, and so soon as our round shot would take effect, I fired upon
their line, and continuing doing both, their infantry and artillery firing very
smartly, and their cavalry having surrounded us, which was deterred from charging
our line by a shot from our guns now and then. The fire of our artillery and Se-
poys, which was very quick, obliged their infantry to fall back; to get posses-
sion of their guns was immediately necessary at this critical moment; convinced
of it, I ordered the whole of the grenadiers to advance for that purpose, which
they did with such impetuosity as overcame all opposition, and seized two guns,
which were immediately turned upon the enemy. The grenadiers were led on by
Lieutenants Fallen, Birrell, and Murray: I must beg leave to mention them
in the warmest manner for their gallant steady conduct. The enemy began to
give way in every part immediately after: A very smart fire from all the guns
and line completed our success. About six, or a little after, the enemy observed
no regularity; every man appeared to be guided by his own fears, and ran away
to the town and fort of Pateeta, which was in the rear of their left flank, An-
other gun was about this time taken by a party which I detached for that pur-
pose ; in another part one of the enemy's standards was taken, and soon after a
fourth gun. Our guns were well pointed and served by Lieutenant Baillie, the
officer of Artillery, to whom I am much obliged for his activity and conduct
during the whole of the action.

Taken from the enemy four brass guns with limbers and tumbrils, with a
very large quantity of ammunition of every kind, and of the very best materials,
one of each sort I have taken the liberty of sending for your inspection. It ap-
pears evident to me from the quantity and quality to have been all prepared
long before your arrival at Banaris, and at a very considerable expence, part of it
being of European materials. I was under the necessity of blowing up a tumbril
mid two limber boxes full of ammunition, a large quantity of powder, and leav-
ing upwards of fifteen hundred round shots and one gun shotted and spiked for
want of any means to bring them off.

Three brass guns, one tumbril, and one limber box of ammunition I brought
with me. The Sepoys offered their services to draw them, which I thankfully
accepted, and made them a small recompense for their readiness.

I now